
MINUTES OF THE PARKLAND COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

June 22, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at Parkland High School 

 

Present:  Barry Cohen, Bob Fager, Lynn Feldman, Nancy Holler, Lynne Harakal, Frank Motaka, 

Kathy Osmond, Kim Wagner (staff), and Executive Director Debbie Jack. 

PRESIDING: Barry Cohen 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 p.m. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Barry Cohen introduced Ryan Hottenstein of Financial S&Lutions in Reading.  

They are the firm that was hired to prepare various financial projections for the library. 

1. Ryan Hottenstein presented 2 scenarios on the financial projections for the library.  The 2 

 were status quo and capital project.  Each of these projections were presented and 

 questions asked by Board members.   

2. Ryan Hottenstein will do a projection with the library financing ½ of a capital project and 

 funding the other ½ of a capital project.  He anticipates having these projections by mid-

 July. 

The Board thanked Ryan for his presentation and looks forward to working with him in the future. 

OLD BUSINESS: Barry Cohen (#4.a. on Agenda) 

1. James Melick had a conversation with Randy Cope of South Whitehall Township and gave 

 direction as to what would be workable for an expansion. 

2. Barry Cohen called Tori Morgan and had a very productive conversation.  James Melick and 

 Randy Cope will meet and then it is anticipated there will be another meeting scheduled 

 which would include 2 or 3 of the South Whitehall Township Board members. 

3. Kathy Osmond brought up that it would be helpful to show why an expansion is needed.  

 For example, smallest library in Lehigh County has largest population.  Possibly Carly Simon 

 could work up some graphics.  Debbie Jack mentioned that there is statistical 

 information that was done by the Board in the past.  Also mentioned was the need for a 

 Board Annual Report to be completed in the fall of 2017. 

4. The Board would like Debbie Jack to contact South Whitehall Township again about the 

 exterior lighting that is out. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  Lynn Feldman 

1. Lynn Feldman said she is very committed to service to the Board and would like to remain 

 as Secretary. 

2. Lynn Feldman spoke to Barry Cohen who has graciously agreed to continue as President of 

 the Board. 

3. Lynn Feldman spoke with Nancy Holler who has agreed to remain as Vice President. 

4. Bob Fager has agreed to remain as Treasurer of the Board. 
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5. Lynne Harakal has agreed to remain as Assistant Treasurer of the Board. 

6. The library has a full slate of officers for the upcoming fiscal year July 1, 2017 to June 30, 

 2018. 

Lynn Feldman made a motion to nominate those in the Board to remain in their existing officer 

positions for the fiscal year 2017-18.  Lynne Harakal seconded the motion.  There were no 

nominations from the floor.  Hearing no nominations from the floor all voted in favor of the 

motion. 

MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Barry Cohen 

Frank Motaka made a motion to approve the May 25, 2017, minutes.  Lynn Feldman seconded the 

motion, and the May 25, 2017, minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Bob Fager 

Nancy Holler made a motion to accept the May 2017 Financial Statement.  Kathy Osmond 

seconded the motion and the May 2017 Financial Statement was unanimously accepted. 

 

FRIENDS LIAISON:  Nancy Holler 

Discussion regarding the Friends Wish List.  The Board would like Debbie Jack to discuss with Ila 

Dietrich of the Friends and this will be on the Action Items list. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Nancy Holler (#7.a. on Agenda) 

1. Kim Wagner presented the information regarding short term and long term disability for  

  employees.  Nancy Holler feels a Board obligation to at least get numbers for the cost of the 

  disability insurance so that the information can be provided to the employees.  There was  

  discussion about carry over of employee sick time.  Barry Cohen asked if the HR Committee 

  would meet to discuss the disability matter and report back to the Board in the next couple 

  of months. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ORAL:  Debbie Jack  

1. Debbie Jack called Senator Brown’s office, filled out the RACP Grant form which will be an 

 Amendment to Bill #165 and be part of the bill.  The deadline is June 30, 2017.  

2. Eighteen individuals attended Stacy Hortner’s event. 

3. Debbie Jack discussed the reduced costs from EBC for production of the library’s 

 Newsletter.  Nancy Holler asked about a way to acknowledge donations and Debbie Jack 

 said this would be part of the Board Annual Report. 

4. The Trustee Workshop regarding Employment Law is in Reading on Saturday, August 12
th

, 

 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Please let Debbie know if you wish to attend.  So far Nancy Holler, 

 Kathy Osmond and possibly Rob Cohen have expressed interest. 
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5. The Grant Committee has a meeting on June 23, 2017.  The library will apply for the Lehigh 

 Valley Community Foundation Grant to try to defray costs for the Marc Brown event. 

6.   Debbie Jack is working with Randy Cope on the Storywalk.  Cub Scout Troop #8 will stain 

 the posts and then the story will go up. 

7. Debbie Jack took a webinar titled “Growing Through Conflict” and will have certain staff 

 watch as well in order that staff can work through conflict to create a better workplace 

 environment. 

8. Barry Cohen commented on the amount of offerings in programming and all the library has 

 to offer. 

9. Some of the teen volunteers for the summer will be social media ambassadors for the 

 library and be doing snapchat and Instagram. 

10. The Board expressed interest in having the new Department Heads present to the Board at 

 one of the Board meetings.  This will be an action item list. 

 

There was Board discussion about attendance for the July 20, 2017, Board meeting.  Kim Wagner 

will take an e-mail poll of Board members to see who will be available for a July 20, 2017, Board 

meeting and then report to Barry Cohen the results.  Barry Cohen will then determine whether to 

hold the July Board meeting on the 20
th

 or possibly change the date. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Lynn Feldman, Secretary 
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