
MINUTES OF THE PARKLAND COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

February 23, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at Parkland Community Library 

 

Present:  Barry Cohen, Bob Fager, Nancy Holler, Lynne Harakal, Frank Motaka, Kathy Osmond, 

James Melick (by Skype), Rob Cohen (by phone), Kim Wagner (staff), and Executive Director 

Debbie Jack. 

PRESIDING: Barry Cohen 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:07 p.m. 

Welcome to the newest Board member, Kathy Osmond, representing Upper Macungie Township. 

MINUTES: 

Bob Fager made a motion to approve the January 26, 2017, minutes.  Lynne Harakal seconded the 

motion and the January 26, 2017, minutes were unanimously approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: James Melick  (Item 5.a. on Agenda) 

1. The library has a great opportunity in front of us to explore an expansion of the current   

  building.  There is a meeting scheduled with South Whitehall Township on March 8, 2017,  

  at 4 p.m. to determine limitations and requirements. 

2. James Melick presented an overview of the exploration of an expansion with various  

  preliminary options for the building.  Thanks to Jim for all of his work on this.  

3.  A list of questions for South Whitehall Township regarding limitations and requirements for 

  an expansion will be sent over prior to the meeting on March 8
th

. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Bob Fager 

1. The library received its State Aid in January, 2017, which was the same as the previous  

 year. 

2. Bob Fager made a motion to accept the January 2017 Financial Statement.  Nancy Holler 

 seconded the motion and the January 2017 Financial Statement was unanimously 

 accepted. 

DONATIONS:  Reviewed 

ACTION ITEMS:   

1. Discussion regarding Scout from To Kill a Mockingbird.  This will be tabled for now but 

 revisited in the future to see if this would be a viable program.  

2. Kathy Osmond mentioned it would be helpful for the Board to be more informed of the 

 Patriot Act so this was added to the Action Items for March 2017 Board meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  Barry Cohen 

1. Thanks to Debbie Jack for planning and coordinating Karl Siebert’s retirement party.  It 

 was an enjoyable evening. 

 WHEREAS  Karl Siebert was appointed to the Board of Directors of the Parkland Community Library in May 

 2001 as an Upper Macungie Township representative. 

 WHEREAS  Karl Siebert served as Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Parkland Community Library 

 from June 2003 to February 2012. 

 WHEREAS  Karl Siebert served as President of the Board of Directors of the Parkland Community Library from 

 March 2012 to January 2017, while also remaining a member of several board committees including New 

 Building and HR. 

 WHEREAS  Karl Siebert worked tirelessly to find a new location to build a new Parkland Community Library, 

 looking at over 30 properties. 

 WHEREAS  Karl Siebert was an integral part of both the 2013 and 2016 referendums as the President of the 

 PCL PAC and serving on the building committee. He also worked with community members and distributed 

 promotional signs and materials. 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Parkland Community Library Board of Directors formally acknowledges and extends 

 its profound appreciation to Karl Siebert for his sustained contribution to the Parkland Community Library 

 and honors his 16 years of exemplary service. 

 Frank Motaka made a motion to approve the foregoing Resolution.  Bob Fager seconded 

 the motion and the foregoing Resolution was unanimously approved. 

2. Nancy Holler made a motion to add Barry Cohen, President, as an additional signer to all of 

 the BB&T accounts that the Parkland Community Library holds and delete Karl Siebert as an 

 additional signer.  Kathy Osmond seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 

3. Barry Cohen mentioned and the Board discussed the Day of Facts that took place around 

 the country with over 200 museums and libraries participating. 

NOMINATING: 

Lynn Feldman and Frank Motaka met and recognize that Nancy Holler would be an excellent 

candidate for the Vice President position that is now vacant on the Board.  She is a member of the 

HR Committee, the liaison to the Friends of the Library and works on the Friends book sale each 

year.  Frank Motaka places Nancy Holler’s name in nomination as Vice President of the Board of 

Directors.  All voted in favor.  Nancy Holler accepted the position of Vice President and thanked 

the Board. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ORAL:  Debbie Jack 

1. Some of the lights in the parking lot are still out.  This is a work in progress with South 

 Whitehall Township. 
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2. The library will be working on a new packet to be given out when someone gets a library 

 card.  Lower Macungie Library has a very nice packet that includes many items including 

 bookmarks of the various databases it offers. 

3. There are remaining monies in the Museum Pass line item in the budget which the Friends 

 of the Library funded.  The library will be receiving passes and/or vouchers for the 

 American Museum of Natural History, The Intrepid and the Children’s Museum of 

 Manhattan. 

4. The library recently hired a part-time Youth Services assistant. 

STATISTICS:  Review of the statistics.  There was an increase in website traffic noted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

HR: Nancy Holler 

Nancy mentioned that the committee will look at staff levels and positions at its next meeting. 

 

 

Barry Cohen said he looks forward to working with everyone on the Board and if you have a 

comment or concern please contact him. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. on motion by Bob Fager, seconded by Nancy Holler.   

 

The next Board meeting will be Thursday, March 23, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the library. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Bob Fager, Acting Secretary 
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